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ALIGNMENT CHART

Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
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	■ Second Step® Middle School Digital Program
	■ Second Step® High School Digital Program 
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About Second Step® Programs
The research-based Second Step Elementary and 
Second Step Middle School digital programs are universal, 
web-based classroom programs designed to develop 
human skills, which can help increase students’ school 
success and decrease problem behaviors.1, 2 The programs 
help students learn how to cope with challenges, create 
positive relationships, and succeed both socially and 
academically. Skills are reviewed and expanded each year, 
gradually becoming more complex as students get older. 
Lessons provide tools for students to develop the mindsets, 
knowledge, and skills to handle strong emotions, show 
kindness and empathy, build and strengthen friendships, 
make and follow through on good decisions, and solve 
problems with their peers.

The Second Step High School digital program uses effective 
strategies from research with adolescents to increase 
students’ academic, social, and emotional competencies. 
The program utilizes a whole-school approach to developing 
learning conditions that provide students with a positive 
school climate, adaptive experiences and mindsets, and skills 
and knowledge for navigating adolescence. This approach

comes directly from research that found programs for older 
students centered around strategies aimed at changing 
school climate and adolescents’ perceptions of themselves 
and their world are generally more effective than direct skill 
instruction.3

How the Programs Meet 
Georgia Standards
The following tables indicate which specific Second Step 
grade-band lessons and related materials can help students 
develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed to 
meet the Georgia ELA and Social Studies Standards. 
Subject-specific standards have been removed to improve 
readability. Boxes are checked to indicate that the Second 
Step digital programs meet a given state standard 
within the identified grade or grade band (for instance, 
Grades K–2) when:

1.	 Students have clear opportunities to actively process 
the knowledge or practice the skills described in the 
standard through discussion, writing, drawing, or other 
related activities

2.	 There are opportunities for teachers to gather evidence 
of student learning in relation to the standards
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Kindergarten
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Elementary Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts Instructional Strategies

Brain Builders 
(Executive- 

Function Skills)

Unit 1: Growth Mindset 
& Goal-Setting

Unit 2: Emotion 
Management

Unit 3: Empathy & 
Kindness

Unit 4: Problem-
Solving Discussion Using Stories 

and Scenarios Skill Practice
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Standards

SSIPS1 Compare similarities and differences. ✔

SSIPS2 Organize items chronologically. ✔

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

SSIPS4 Distinguish between fact and opinion. ✔

SSIPS5 Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in 
a social studies context. ✔ ✔

SSIPS6 Identify and use primary and secondary sources. ✔ ✔

SSKCG1 Demonstrate an understanding of good citizenship. ✔ ✔

SSKCG2 Describe examples of positive character traits exhibited by 
good citizens. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKRL1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about 
key details in a text. ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKRL2 Retell familiar stories, including key details. ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKRL3 Identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKRL6 Name the author and illustrator of a story and define 
their roles. ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKRI1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. ✔

ELAGSEKRI2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKRI3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, 
or pieces of information in a text. ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKSL1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners 
about kindergarten topics and texts. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKSL2 Confirm understanding of written texts read aloud or 
information presented orally or through media. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKSL3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get 
information, or clarify something that is not understood. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKSL6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKW1 Use drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces. ✔ ✔ ✔
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Kindergarten
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Elementary Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts Instructional Strategies

Brain Builders 
(Executive- 

Function Skills)

Unit 1: Growth Mindset 
& Goal-Setting

Unit 2: Emotion 
Management

Unit 3: Empathy & 
Kindness

Unit 4: Problem-
Solving Discussion Using Stories 

and Scenarios Skill Practice
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Standards

ELAGSEKW2 Use drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/
explanatory texts. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSEKW3 Use drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate events and 
provide a reaction. ✔ ✔ ✔

®



 2025 Committee for Children  |  SecondStep.org  |  Second Step® Programs

Grade 1
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Elementary Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts Instructional Strategies

Brain Builders 
(Executive- 

Function Skills)

Unit 1: Growth Mindset  
& Goal-Setting

Unit 2: Emotion 
Management

Unit 3: Empathy & 
Kindness

Unit 4: Problem-
Solving Discussion Using Stories 

and Scenarios Skill Practice
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Standard

SSMGS1 Use a compass rose to identify 
cardinal directions. ✔

SSMGS2 Use intermediate directions. ✔

SSMGS7 Use a map to explain the impact of 
geography on historical and current events. ✔

SSIPS1 Compare similarities and differences. ✔

SSIPS2 Organize items chronologically. ✔

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and 
alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔

SSIPS4 Distinguish between fact and opinion. ✔

SSIPS5 Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, 
and cause and effect in a social studies context. ✔

SSIPS6 Identify and use primary and 
secondary sources. ✔

SSIPS7 Interpret timelines, charts, and tables. ✔

ELAGSE1SL1 Participate in collaborative conversations. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE1SL1.a Follow agreed-upon rules  
for discussions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE1SL1.b Build on others’ talk in conversations. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE1RL4 Identify words and phrases  
that suggest feelings. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE1SL3 Ask and answer questions for 
clarification. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE1SL6 Produce complete sentences when 
appropriate to task and situation. ✔

ELAGSE1RL2 Retell stories and demonstrate 
understanding. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE1RI7 Use illustrations and details to 
describe key ideas. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE1SL5 Add drawings to clarify ideas. ✔
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Grade 2
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Elementary Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts Instructional Strategies

Brain Builders 
(Executive- 

Function Skills)

Unit 1: Growth Mindset 
& Goal-Setting

Unit 2: Emotion 
Management

Unit 3: Empathy & 
Kindness Unit 4: Problem-Solving Discussion Using Stories 

and Scenarios Skill Practice
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Standard

SSIPS1 Compare similarities and differences. ✔

SSIPS2 Organize items chronologically. ✔

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and 
alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔

SSIPS4 Distinguish between fact and opinion. ✔

SSIPS5 Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, 
and cause and effect in a social studies context. ✔

SSIPS6 Identify and use primary and 
secondary sources. ✔

SSIPS7 Interpret timelines, charts, and tables. ✔

SSIPS8 Identify social studies reference resources to 
use for a specific purpose. ✔

SSIPS9 Construct charts and tables. ✔

SSIPS10 Analyze artifacts. ✔

ELAGSE2RL1 Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE2RL2 Recount stories and determine 
their message. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE2RL3 Describe how characters respond 
to challenges. ✔

ELAGSE2RI1 Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE2RI2 Identify the main topic and focus 
of paragraphs. ✔

ELAGSE2RI7 Explain how images contribute to a text. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE2SL1 Participate in collaborative conversations. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE2SL2 Recount or describe key details from 
texts and media. ✔

ELAGSE2SL3 Ask and answer questions for 
clarification. ✔ ✔ ✔
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Grade 2
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Elementary Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts Instructional Strategies

Brain Builders 
(Executive- 

Function Skills)

Unit 1: Growth Mindset 
& Goal-Setting

Unit 2: Emotion 
Management

Unit 3: Empathy & 
Kindness Unit 4: Problem-Solving Discussion Using Stories 

and Scenarios Skill Practice
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Standard

ELAGSE2SL6 Produce complete sentences when 
appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 
requested detail or clarification.

✔

ELAGSE2W2 Write informative/explanatory texts. ✔ ✔
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Grade 3
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Elementary Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts Instructional Strategies

Brain Builders 
(Executive- 

Function Skills)

Unit 1: Growth Mindset 
& Goal-Setting

Unit 2: Emotion 
Management

Unit 3: Empathy & 
Kindness Unit 4: Problem-Solving Discussion

Using 
Stories and 
Scenarios

Skill Practice
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Standard

SSIPS1 Compare similarities and differences. ✔

SSIPS2 Organize items chronologically. ✔

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and 
alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

SSIPS4 Distinguish between fact and opinion. ✔

SSIPS5 Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, 
and cause and effect in a social studies context. ✔

SSIPS6 Identify and use primary and 
secondary sources. ✔ ✔ ✔

SSIPS7 Interpret timelines, charts, and tables. ✔

SSIPS8 Identify social studies reference resources to 
use for a specific purpose. ✔

SSIPS9 Construct charts and tables. ✔

SSIPS10 Analyze artifacts. ✔

ELAGSE3RL1 Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE3RL2 Recount stories and determine 
their message. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE3RI7 Use information from 
illustrations and text. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE3SL1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE3SL3 Ask and answer questions about 
information from a speaker. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE3SL4 Report on a topic or text. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE3W3 Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events. ✔ ✔ ✔
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Grade 4
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Elementary Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts Instructional Strategies

Brain Builders 
(Executive- 

Function Skills)

Unit 1: Growth Mindset 
& Goal-Setting

Unit 2: Emotion 
Management

Unit 3: Empathy & 
Kindness Unit 4: Problem-Solving Discussion

Using 
Stories and 
Scenarios

Skill Practice
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Standard

SSIPS1 Compare similarities and differences. ✔

SSIPS2 Organize items chronologically. ✔

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and 
alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

SSIPS4 Distinguish between fact and opinion. ✔

SSIPS5 Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, 
and cause and effect in a social studies context. ✔

SSIPS6 Identify and use primary and 
secondary sources. ✔

SSIPS7 Interpret timelines, charts, and tables. ✔

SSIPS8 Identify social studies reference resources to 
use for a specific purpose. ✔

SSIPS9 Construct charts and tables. ✔

SSIPS10 Analyze artifacts. ✔

ELAGSE4RL1 Refer to details and examples in a text. ✔

ELAGSE4RL2 Determine a theme of a story, 
drama, or poem. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE4RI2 Determine the main idea of a text and 
how it is supported by key details. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE4RI7 Interpret information from 
illustrations and text. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE4SL1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE4SL3 Identify the reasons and evidence a 
speaker provides to support particular points. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE4SL4 Report on a topic or text. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE4W3 Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events. ✔ ✔
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Grade 5
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Elementary Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts Instructional Strategies

Brain Builders 
(Executive- 

Function Skills)

Unit 1: Growth Mindset  
& Goal-Setting

Unit 2: Emotion 
Management

Unit 3: 
Empathy & 
Kindness

Unit 4: Problem-Solving Discussion
Using 

Stories and 
Scenarios

Skill Practice
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Standard

SSIPS1 Compare similarities and differences. ✔

SSIPS2 Organize items chronologically. ✔

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and 
alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

SSIPS4 Distinguish between fact and opinion. ✔

SSIPS5 Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, 
and cause and effect in a social studies context. ✔

SSIPS6 Identify and use primary and 
secondary sources. ✔

SSIPS7 Interpret timelines, charts, and tables. ✔

SSIPS8 Identify social studies reference resources to 
use for a specific purpose. ✔

SSIPS9 Construct charts and tables. ✔

SSIPS10 Analyze artifacts. ✔

ELAGSE5RL1 Quote accurately from a text. ✔

ELAGSE5RL2 Determine a theme of a story, 
drama, or poem. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE5RI2 Determine main ideas of a text and how 
they are supported by key details. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE5RI7 Draw on information from multiple print 
or digital sources. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE5SL1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE5SL3 Summarize points a speaker makes and 
explain their claims. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE5SL4 Report on a topic or text. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE5W3 Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events. ✔ ✔
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Grade 6
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Middle School  
Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts

Unit 1: Mindsets & Goals Unit 2: Developing a 
Positive Sense of Self

Unit 3: Thoughts, 
Emotions & Decisions

Unit 4: Managing Relationships 
& Social Conflict

Optional Unit: Recognizing 
Bullying & Harassment
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Standard

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and 
alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE6SL1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions. ✔ ✔
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Grade 7
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Middle School  
Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts

Unit 1: Mindsets & Goals Unit 2: Developing a Positive 
Sense of Self

Unit 3:Thoughts,  
Emotions & Decisions

Unit 4: Managing Relationships 
& Social Conflict

Optional Unit: Recognizing 
Bullying & Harassment
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Standard

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and 
alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE7SL1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions. ✔
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Grade 8
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® Middle School 
Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts

Unit 1: Mindsets & Goals Unit 2: Developing a Positive 
Sense of Self

Unit 3: Thoughts, 
Emotions & Decisions

Unit 4: Managing 
Relationships & Social 

Conflict

Optional Unit: Recognizing 
Bullying & Harassment

Fo
llo

w 
no

rm
s 

wh
en

 d
is

cu
ss

in
g 

se
ns

iti
ve

 to
pi

cs
 

Id
en

tif
y 

im
po

rta
nt

 a
sp

ec
ts

 o
f t

he
ir 

 
id

en
tit

y, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

in
te

re
st

s 

Ap
pl

y 
pe

rs
on

al
 s

tre
ng

th
s 

to
 d

ev
el

op
 

an
 in

te
re

st
 

An
tic

ip
at

e 
ro

ad
bl

oc
ks

 to
 s

uc
ce

ss
 a

nd
  

pl
an

 s
tra

te
gi

es
 to

 o
ve

rc
om

e 
th

em
 

D
es

cr
ib

e 
ag

en
cy

 a
nd

 a
nd

 h
ow

 it
 

ap
pe

ar
s 

in
 lif

e

U
nd

er
st

an
d 

di
ffe

re
nt

 s
ou

rc
es

 
of

 c
on

fid
en

ce

Pr
ac

tic
e 

st
ra

te
gi

es
 to

 b
ui

ld
 c

on
fid

en
ce

M
ak

e 
an

 a
ct

io
na

bl
e 

pl
an

 to
 

bu
ild

 c
on

fid
en

ce

Re
co

gn
ize

 th
e 

si
gn

s 
of

 s
tre

ss
 a

nd
 a

nx
ie

ty
 

Re
co

gn
ize

 th
at

 s
om

e 
st

re
ss

 
ca

n 
be

 p
os

iti
ve

Ap
pl

y 
st

re
ss

-m
an

ag
em

en
t 

st
ra

te
gi

es
 to

 c
op

e 

Re
co

gn
ize

 th
e 

si
gn

s 
of

 h
ea

lth
y 

an
d 

un
he

al
th

y 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

ps
 

Tr
ea

t o
th

er
s 

wi
th

 re
sp

ec
t d

es
pi

te
  

di
ffe

rin
g 

va
lu

es
 a

nd
 o

pi
ni

on
s 

Ap
pl

y 
co

nfl
ic

t-
m

an
ag

em
en

t s
tra

te
gi

es
 

wh
en

 va
lu

es
 a

nd
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
 d

iff
er

Re
co

gn
ize

 b
ul

lyi
ng

 a
nd

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t 

Re
co

gn
ize

 th
at

 s
oc

ia
l a

nd
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

fa
ct

or
s 

co
nt

rib
ut

e 
to

 b
ul

lyi
ng

 a
nd

 
ha

ra
ss

m
en

t  
Re

co
gn

ize
 h

ow
 s

oc
ia

l a
nd

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
fa

ct
or

s 
co

nt
rib

ut
e 

to
 b

ul
lyi

ng
 a

nd
 

ha
ra

ss
m

en
t i

n 
th

ei
r s

ch
oo

l 
Pr

ep
ar

e 
to

 ta
ke

 a
ct

io
n 

to
 d

is
ru

pt
 

fa
ct

or
s 

th
at

 c
on

tri
bu

te
 to

 b
ul

lyi
ng

 a
nd

 
ha

ra
ss

m
en

t a
t s

ch
oo

l 

Standard

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and 
alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

SSIPS11 Draw conclusions and make generalizations. ✔ ✔

ELAGSE8SL1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions. ✔ ✔ ✔
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®

Grade 9
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® High School  
Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts

Pathway 1: Belonging & Connection Pathway 2: Confidence & Capability Pathway 3: Agency & Opportunity Pathway 4: Well-Being & Community
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Standard

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and 
alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE9-10SL1 Initiate and participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE9-10L5 Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings.

✔ ✔
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Grade 10
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® High School  
Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts

Pathway 1: Belonging & Connection Pathway 2: Confidence & Capability Pathway 3: Agency & Opportunity Pathway 4: Well-Being & Community
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Standard

SSIPS1 Compare similarities and differences. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

SSIPS3 Identify issues and/or problems and 
alternative solutions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

SSIPS15 Determine adequacy and/or relevancy of 
information. ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE9-10SL1 Initiate and participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
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Grade 11
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® High School  
Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts

Pathway 1: Belonging & Connection Pathway 2: Confidence & Capability Pathway 3: Agency & Opportunity Pathway 4: Well-Being & Community
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Standard

ELAGSE11-12SL1 Initiate and participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE11-12SL4 Present information clearly 
and logically. ✔
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Grade 12
Georgia ELA and Social  
Studies Standards
Second Step® High School  
Digital Program

Key Skills and Concepts

Pathway 1: Belonging & Connection Pathway 2: Confidence & Capability Pathway 3: Agency & Opportunity Pathway 4: Well-Being & Community
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Standard

SSCG7 Demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and 
civil rights. ✔

ELAGSE11-12RL6 Analyze point of view, including 
distinguishing what is directly stated from what is 
really meant.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

ELAGSE11-12SL1 Initiate and participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
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