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ALIGNMENT CHART

Texas Essential Knowledge  
and Skills for Positive  
Character Traits

	■ Second Step® High School

About Second Step® High School
Second Step High School is a research-based program 
for Grades 9–12. It includes pathways with practices for 
school leaders and educators that are designed to help 
create a positive school climate, strengthen human skills, 
and encourage students to develop adaptive mindsets 
for navigating adolescence successfully. Supplemental 
classroom-based student activities reinforce skills students 
build from the schoolwide and educator practices and offer 
them further opportunities to learn and apply emerging 
human skills. The practices in this program involve the entire 
school community and are intended to produce positive 
schoolwide change.

How the Program Meets the Texas 
Positive Character Traits Standards
The following tables indicate which specific Second Step 
High School practices and activities can help students 
develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed to 
meet the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Positive 
Character Traits standards. Boxes are checked to indicate 
that Second Step High School meets a given state standard 
within the identified grade or grade band (for instance, 
Grades 9–10) when: 

1.	 Students have clear opportunities to actively process 
the knowledge or practice the skills described in the 
standard through discussion, writing, drawing, or other 
related activities

2.	 There are opportunities for school leaders and 
educators to gather evidence of student learning in 
relation to the standards
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Grades 9–12
Texas Essential Knowledge  
and Skills for Positive 
Character Traits
Second Step® High School 

Key Skills and Concepts

Pathway 1: Belonging & Connection Pathway 2: Confidence & Capability Pathway 3: Agency & Opportunity Pathway 4: Well-Being & Community
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Trustworthiness

§120.9.b.1.A
The student is expected to examine how 
the power to make decisions relates to 
personal actions.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

§120.9.b.1.B

The student is expected to analyze how 
the decisions and actions of leaders in 
society, government, and the local and 
global community demonstrate loyalty 
and integrity.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

§120.9.b.1.C
The student is expected to examine 
the legal and social consequences of 
unethical behavior.

✔ ✔

Responsibility

§120.9.b.2.A

The student is expected to identify 
and describe personal role models 
who demonstrate what it means to be 
accountable for words and actions.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

§120.9.b.2.B

The student is expected to identify and 
discuss real-world examples of taking 
personal responsibility for one’s words 
and actions.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

§120.9.b.2.C

The student is expected to identify 
and evaluate strategies for practicing 
self-management skills in a variety 
of situations.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

§120.9.b.2.D

The student is expected to differentiate 
between and give examples of diligence 
and perseverance and identify strategies 
for demonstrating perseverance.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
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Caring

§120.9.b.3.A
The student is expected to evaluate 
one’s personal attitudes and mindsets 
about self and others.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

§120.9.b.3.B

The student is expected to discuss 
how feelings, decision making, personal 
behaviors, and interpersonal skills 
can impact professional and social 
relationships.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

§120.9.b.3.C
The student is expected to identify 
strategies for how a person can show 
empathy through one’s actions.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Citizenship

§120.9.b.4.A

The student is expected to explain 
the impact of personal actions and 
responsible decision making on 
the family, school, and local and 
global community.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

§120.9.b.4.B The student is expected to describe how 
justice, fairness, and freedom are related. ✔ ✔

§120.9.b.4.C The student is expected to apply 
conflict-resolution skills. ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

§120.9.b.4.D
The student is expected to participate 
in constructive dialogues with those of 
differing viewpoints.

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
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